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Hello everyone. I hope you are
doing well. Our next meeting will be
featuring two programs
with universal appeal to all
the neighborhoods in
Norfolk. Our first speaker
will be from the city's
Department of Neighbor-
hood and Leisure Services.
She will share information
on various programs the
city has to offer,especially
highlighting information on
the Therapeutic Recreation
Center’s offerings. We
frequently overlook the programs the
city has for us so this will be a great

opportunity to see what is offered.
Our second speaker will be from the

American Red Cross. She
will give a program on
disaster preparedness.
Given the level of damage
caused by the last minor
hurricane, it will be good
information to know if
there is a “next time”.

Don’t forget to check
out our website at:
www.larchmontedgewater.org
for the latest information
on happenings in and

around our neighborhood.   I look
forward to seeing you on March 11th !

President’s Letter
Myth: We have many new houses

and only a few date back that far; we
are not a historic district.

Fact: The neighborhood is consid-
ered one of the historic “suburbs” of
Norfolk and the majority of the homes
are over 50 years in age.

Myth: The City Codes will control
our neighborhood growth, develop-
ment, and the character of our neigh-
borhood.

Fact: The City Codes will not
control this. Under State enabling
legislation the only method to have
design review controls is through a
local historic district. The Civic League
approached the City regarding methods
to protect the architectural quality of
the neighborhood. Staff from theGET INVOLVED!

Civic League Membership
Join your civic league & get involved!

Dues are only $10 per household per calender year.
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See back sheet
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Tanner's Creek

Old Dominion Paint Computer Solutions

A Big “Thank You”
to the Maury High School students and
Mrs. Maria O'Hearn who do a terrific job

delivering this newsletter!

Department of Planning and Commu-
nity Development made a presentation
to the Civic League on State, National
and Local Historic District Designa-
tions. At this point, the Civic League
asked to pursue local designation so
that there would be design review
controls.

Myth:  Local Historic District won’t
protect this; it will just give the City
one more way to control what we do in
our neighborhood.

Fact:  The planning commission and
the Norfolk Design Review Committee,
an advisory committee to the Planning
Commission, are responsible for
ensuring that all proposed development
in our neighborhood is compatible in its
appearance with existing development
in our neighborhood, in accordance
with the design guidelines that are
adopted for the Larchmont/Edgewater

Local Historic District.  It would
protect the look and feel of our neigh-
borhood.

Myth: I don’t want all the restric-
tions that are in other neighborhoods in
Norfolk and have the historic designa-
tion restrictions such as Downtown,
Ghent, or East Freemason.

Fact: The design guidelines for our
historic district will be developed by
our neighborhood.

Myth: I have to check with the city
on ordinary home maintenance or
repair.

Fact: No Certificate of Appropriate-
ness would be required for ordinary
maintenance or repair.

Myth: If I want to add on to my
home or alter the porch, I have to go
through all kinds of ‘red tape’ with the
City.

Fact: You would submit an applica-

Historic District (cont'd) tion for a Certificate of Appropriateness
to the staff at the Department of Plan-
ning and Community Development.
The Design Review Committee and City
Planning Commission would review the
project for compliance with the adopted
design guidelines for our historic
district.

Myth: I won’t be able to paint my
door purple if I want.

Fact: No local historic district in the
City currenly reviews paint colors.
Minor alterations are frequently classi-
fied as maintenance so staff can issue
the Certificate of Appropriateness.

Myth: I can’t afford to replace my
slate roof with slate, so I don’t want this
historic district.

Fact: Currently in the other local
historic districts asphalt shingles and
synthetic slate are acceptable replace-
ment materials for roofs.

Stephen J. Azar, President
Norfolk, VA 23508

(757) 440-1300
azarcorp@cox.net


